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SUB J : CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 
REF: VALLETTA 1327, IULY 3, 1973 

1. SUMMARY: P.M. MINTOFFED KICKED OFF PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBATE JAN 16 WITH STRONG PRESENTATION OF HIS PRE- 
VIOUSLY STATED POSITION ON THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF, 

AND PARTICULARLY THE PROVISION THAT AMENDMENTS TO 
CERTAIN SECTIONS REQUIRE A TWO-THIRDS VOTE. HE MAIN- 
TAINED THAT GOM COULD CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION AS A 
WHOLE OR ANY OF ITS PARTS BECAUSE WHEN IT WAS PASSED THE 
NATIONALISTS THEN HAD ONLY 42 PERCENT OF TOTAL ELECTORAL VOTES. 
(WHICH THEY WOULDN'T HAVE HAD WITHOUT THE RELIGIOUS SANCTIONS 
AGAINST MLP) AND BECAUSE THE CONSTITUTION HAD BEEN PASSED 

IN A HURRY WITH A MAJORITY OF ONLY ONE; AND THAT 
PERSON HAD BEEN ELECTED ON AN ANTI-INDEPENDENCE SLATE. 

GOM NOW HAS OVER A FIFTY PERCENT MAJORITY, AND 
COULD DO THE SAME AS THE NATIONALISTS DID. 
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2. REFERRING TO NATIONALIST THREAT TO TAKE HIS FAILURE 

TO RECONSTITUTE THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT TO THE COUNCIL 
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OF EUROPE, MINTOFF GAVE LONG HARANGUE ON THE PRE-AND 
POST-WAR HISTORY OF UNFAIR THREATMENT OF THE LABOR PARTY 
BY THE BRITISH AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. HE SAID 
THAT HE DID NOT CONSTITUTE THE COURT IN ORDER TO 
SHOW THAT NO ONE COULD IMPOSE THE TWO-THIRDS CONDITION 
ON GOM. IF THE COUNCIL WERE TO COME T MALTA, HE WOULD 
HAVE PLENTY TO TELL THEM. 

3. HE SPOKE CRITICALLY OF THE 1964 DEFENSE AND FINANCE 
AGREEMENTS WITH HMG, AND THOSE THAT THEN HAD WARNED 
THAT THESE AGREEMENTS WERE NECESSARY TO PROTECT MALTA. 
"NEITHER THE RUSSIANS NO THE AMERICANS HAD SWALLOWED UP 
MALTA IN THE PAST TWO AND HALF YEARS, BECAUSE SUCH 
TIMES HAD LONG SINCE PASSED." 

4. MINTOFF CITED THE FOLLOWING AS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
CHANGES HE DESIRES: THE RIGHT TO TAKEMALTA OUT OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH; REDUCTION OF VOTING AGE T 18; AND A 
MODIFICATION OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM. HE DID NOT GIVE 
DETAILS. 

5. CITING RUMORS INSPIRED BY OPPOSITION THAT HE WANTS 
TO BE A DICTATOR AND WOULD FIND A WAY TO EXTEND HIS 
TERM ILLEGALLY. MINTOFF SAID HE COULD TEAR UP THE 
CONSTITUTION AND PASS A NEW ONE. HE COULD INCREASE 
LIFE OF PARLIAMENT TO 15 YEARS, JSUT AS THE NATIONALIST 
INCREASED IT FROM 4 TO 5 YEARS (PRIOR TO 1966 ELECTIONS). 

HE DID NOT WANT TO DO THESE THINGS BECAUSE GOM IS A DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT. 

6. HE CALLED UPON THE OPPOSITION TO JOIN WITH HIM TO 
REVIEW THE CONSTITUTION AND AGREE ON WHICH SECTIONS, 

E.G.. HUMAN RIGHTS, SHOULD RETAIN THE TWO-THIRDS PRO- 
VISION. AND THOSE WHICH COULD BE AMENDED BY A SIMPLE 
MAJORITY. HE SAID THIS COOPERATION SHOULD BE BASED UPON 
THE PRECONDITION THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD TRUST ONE 
ANOTHER. 

7. MINTOFF'S PRESENTATION TOOK UP MOST OF THE SITTING, 
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BUT THE DEBATES WILL CONTINUE JAN 21. OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN 
SAID THEY COULD STUDY MINTOFF'S PROPOSALS, BUT WOULD NOT, 
ACCEPT PRECONDITIONS. IN RESPONSE TO DEPUTY NATIONALIST 
LEADER TABONE'S SHOUT OF "CZECHOSLOVAKIA," DURING PORTION 
ON OLD UK DEFENSE AGREEMENT, MINTOFF SAID HE DID NOT 
KNWO WHAT HAPPENED THERE, BUT HE DID KNOW TWHAT HAPPENED 
IN CHILE AND GREECE. CZECHOSLOVAKIA HAD A DEFENSE AGREE- 
MENT WITH RUSSIA. IF SHE HAD NOT HAD SUCH AN AGREEMENT, 

PERHAPS NOTHING WOULD HAVE HAPPENED. 
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8. COMMENT: NATIONALIST HAVE BEEN CALLING FOR THIS 
DEBATE FOR SOME TIME. ALTHOUGH NOTHING REALLY NEW HAS 
COME OUT THUS FAR, THE DEBATE SHOULD CLEAR THE AIR 
AROUND THE ISSUES INVOLVED. MINTOFF APPEARED CONVINCED 
THAT HE IS MORALLY RIGHT AND ETERMINED TO GET HIS WAY. 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS STAGE TO JUDGE EXACTLY HOW 
FAR HE WILL GO, OR WHAT POSITION THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
MAY TAKE IF MINTOFF ACTUALLY DECIDES TO TAKE 
CONSTITUTIONALLY ILLEGAL ACTIONS.TUCKER 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974VALLET00103 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: VALLETTA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 33/aaaabfli.tel 

Line Count: 124 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: VALLETTA 1327, JULY 3, 1973 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 MAY 2002 by martinmb; APPROVED <28 MAY 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 
TAGS: PINT, MT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




